
“Let there be Peace”
Women’s Peace Crusade 

spreads like wildfire across  
the country .

Selina Cooper and Gertrude 
Ingham lead 2000 women 
through Nelson protesting
against the war. “A large 

contingent of girls following 
were attired in white and wore 
wreaths of smilax, with green 
shoulder sashes bearing the 

word Peace“.
They continued to campaign 
against war throughout the 

1920s and 1930s.

1917

Ownership of Institute 
transfers to ILP Land Society. 
ILP land society buys 3 fields 
and builds the Clarion House 

near Newchurch-in-Pendle 
for people to get into the 

fresh air, away from the mills. 
The Clarion House remains 

open to this day for tea  
and fellowship.

1912 Labour Suffrage  
Alliance formed.

1912

Nelson had the highest 
number of Conscientious 

Objectors per head in 
the country. They were 

imprisoned in Dartmoor and 
Wakefield camps. Many of 

the Conscientious Objectors 
were members of the ILP.

Billiards, concerts and 
lectures, it was packed every 

night of the week.

Women over 30 
get the vote.

1918 

1920s

ITHAAD means Unity. 
This mutual help group was 

formed to respond to the needs 
of the Asian Community and 
to build understanding with 

the Nelson community. ITHAAD 
took over the building in 1988, 
cleaned and renovated with 
the aid of a grant, then ran 

advisory services, translation 
services, education clas-ses 
and courses for children and 

adults. 

Princess Diana visited the 
project in 1989 and the work 
of ITHAAD was honoured by 
Queen Eliza-beth in 1992 . 

ITHAAD continues to work in the 
building, providing benefits, 

advice and support.

1988 - 2020

1907 foundation stones were 
laid by Selina Cooper and 

Katherine Bruce Glasier, 
honouring men and  

women who had worked  
for people’s rights.

1907

Opening day. 500 people 
marched led by Brierfield 

brass band. Mr and Mrs Philip 
Snowden opened the building. 

Around 600 people came to 
celebrate. 

Nelson ILP was the second 
largest in the country with 

700 men and women wanting 
to achieve representation for 
working people, and to get 
workers rights. The Socialist 
Institute they created is still 

standing.

1908

ILP married ladies tea attracted 
500 people. Suffragists “Under 

the guise of married ladies, 
we’re talking revolution”.

1913

The Independent Labour Party 
bought land in Vernon Street 

to build a Socialist Institute for 
working people. “A place for us, 

books, entertainment, baths, 
lectures and meetings”.
Money was raised at an 

International Bazaar, 
Cost £3000.

1906

Nelson and Colne Labour 
party take over the Institute 

paying £2000.  Labour 
party have constituency 

rooms and hold meetings. 

1936 - 2020
ILP keeps Clarion House.  

Still open to this day on Sundays 
for tea and fellowship.

1936 Dance band, disco, Bop club, 
jive dancing.

1940s & 50s

Revive - healthy cafe opens 
and provides good food. 

Offering takeaways during
the 2020 pandemic, feeding 

the homeless.

2018

“Electric Heels”
Outstanding cricketer and 
first black peer, Lord Learie 

Constantine played cricket for 
Nelson, helped black service 
men settle in England after 

WW2, made a speech in this 
building in 1936 and worked 

against racism all his life.

1936

ILP split with labour  
but maintained links.

1934

Institute bought for £1 by 
Nelson Council. Renovated.

2018

Health room opens  
for the blind.

1946
The Socialist Sunday School 
continues to run with drama, 
games, outings, and lessons.

Hall available for Weddings 
and parties. Meetings and 

celebrations fill the hall.

2019

Women over  
21 get the vote.

1928 

Socialist Sunday School Maypole

Volunteers Kevin and Gary 
Webb raised a grant from the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund 
to create replicas of the original 

stained glass windows. These 
were made by Gary Loftus 
of Brierfield. The grant was 

also used to install permanent 
exhibitions and to run a series 
of workshops for schools and 

colleges.

2020



H
ere at Revive w

e specialise in good quality, 

healthy food w
ith a great em

phasis  

on sustainability and aff
ordability for the  

local com
m

unity. You don’t have to break  

the bank to fill your tank!

O
pening hours - M

onday to Friday 9am
 - 2pm

 

revive-cafe

W
elcom

e to  
Unity W

ellbeing C
entre, 

form
erly know

n as the 
ILP Socialist Institute.

07735 350735/01282 697079

info@
nelsontow

ncouncil.gov.uk

Friends G
roup 

N
elsonSocialistInstitute@

gm
ail.com

Selina C
ooper

79 Vernon Street, N
elson BB9 9D

E

Al
w

ay
s 

a 
pl

ac
e 

fo
r f

un
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
po

lit
ic

s,
 th

er
e 

w
as

 th
e 

th
e 

dr
am

a 
ha

ll 
an

d 
le

ct
ur

e 
th

ea
tr

e,
 

da
nc

e 
ba

nd
 a

nd
 la

te
r t

he
 B

op
 c

lu
b.

 It
 w

as
 fu

ll 
ev

er
y 

ni
gh

t o
f t

he
 w

ee
k.

Un
ity

/I
th

aa
d.

 T
he

 
bu

ild
in

g 
w

as
 re

na
m

ed
 

“U
ni

ty
” 

fr
om

 th
e 

Ur
du

 
w

or
d:

 It
ha

ad
.

IT
H

AA
D

 w
as

 fo
rm

ed
 

in
 19

88
 to

 re
sp

on
d 

to
 th

e 
ne

ed
s 

of
 th

e 
As

ia
n 

C
om

m
un

ity
 a

nd
 to

 b
ui

ld
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 w
ith

 th
e 

N
el

so
n 

co
m

m
un

ity
. I

TH
AA

D
 to

ok
 o

ve
r t

he
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

in
 19

88
, c

le
an

ed
 a

nd
 re

no
va

te
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

ai
d 

of
 

a 
gr

an
t, 

th
en

 ra
n 

ad
vi

so
ry

 s
er

vi
ce

s,
 tr

an
sl

at
io

n 
se

rv
ic

es
, e

du
ca

tio
n 

cl
as

se
s 

an
d 

co
ur

se
s 

fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

an
d 

ad
ul

ts
. 

Th
e 

w
om

en
’s 

se
ct

io
n 

or
ga

ni
se

d 
tr

ip
s 

to
 B

la
ck

po
ol

, 
th

e 
H

ou
se

 o
f C

om
m

on
s 

an
d 

th
e 

La
ke

 D
is

tr
ic

t.

Pr
in

ce
ss

 D
ia

na
 v

is
ite

d 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t i
n 

19
89

 a
nd

 
th

e 
w

or
k 

of
 IT

H
AA

D
 w

as
 h

on
ou

re
d 

by
 Q

ue
en

 
El

iz
ab

et
h 

in
 19

92
 . 

IT
H

AA
D

 c
on

tin
ue

s 
to

 w
or

k 
in

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
g,

 p
ro

vi
di

ng
 b

en
efi

ts
, a

dv
ic

e 
an

d 
su

pp
or

t.

Th
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

w
as

 re
cl

ai
m

ed
 fo

r £
1 b

y 
N

el
so

n 
To

w
n 

C
ou

nc
il 

in
 2

01
7 

an
d 

re
no

va
te

d,
 w

ith
 th

e 
in

te
nt

io
n 

of
 m

ak
in

g 
it 

w
ha

t i
t w

as
 in

 it
s 

pr
im

e,
 a

 re
al

 c
en

tr
e 

fo
r t

he
 c

om
m

un
ity

.

Th
an

ks
 to

 th
e 

N
at

io
na

l L
ot

te
ry

 H
er

ita
ge

 F
un

d,
 

th
e 

hi
st

or
y 

of
 th

e 
bu

ild
in

g 
is

 re
ad

y 
to

 b
e 

to
ld

. 
W

e 
ar

e 
co

lle
ct

in
g 

m
em

or
ie

s 
of

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

fr
om

 
fr

ie
nd

s 
an

d 
ne

ig
hb

ou
rs

, c
re

at
in

g 
di

sp
la

ys
 to

 
co

m
m

em
or

at
e 

N
el

so
n’

s 
ac

tiv
is

ts
, a

nd
 w

el
co

m
in

g 
sc

ho
ol

 g
ro

up
s 

an
d 

vi
si

to
rs

.

Th
is

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
w

as
 ra

is
ed

 b
y 

w
or

ki
ng

 p
eo

pl
e 

at
 

th
e 

tu
rn

 o
f t

he
 la

st
 c

en
tu

ry
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

a 
sp

ac
e 

fo
r m

ee
tin

gs
, l

ec
tu

re
s,

 e
nt

er
ta

in
m

en
t 

an
d 

ed
uc

at
io

n.
 It

 w
as

 h
om

e 
to

 th
e 

In
de

pe
nd

en
t 

La
bo

ur
 P

ar
ty

, a
nd

 w
as

 th
e 

pl
ac

e 
to

 b
e 

fo
r h

al
f a

 
ce

nt
ur

y.
 T

hi
s 

bu
ild

in
g 

sa
w

 w
om

en
 g

et
 th

e 
vo

te
, 

th
e 

fi
rs

t L
ab

ou
r G

ov
er

nm
en

t, 
th

e 
es

ta
bl

is
hm

en
t

of
 th

e 
N

H
S 

an
d 

th
e 

w
el

fa
re

 s
ta

te
. A

ll 
th

in
gs

 th
at

 
th

e 
fo

un
de

rs
 o

f t
hi

s 
bu

ild
in

g 
fo

ug
ht

 fo
r.

Ac
tiv

is
ts

, s
uff

ra
gi

st
s,

 v
eg

et
ar

ia
ns

, f
re

e 
th

in
ke

rs
, 

co
ns

ci
en

tio
us

 o
bj

ec
to

rs
 a

nd
 s

oc
ia

lis
ts

, 
co

ng
re

ga
te

d 
he

re
 to

 s
w

ap
 id

ea
s 

of
 h

ow
 s

oc
ie

ty
 

co
ul

d 
be

 ru
n 

in
 a

 b
et

te
r w

ay
.

Th
is

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
nu

rt
ur

ed
 th

e 
gr

ow
th

 o
f t

he
 L

ab
ou

r 
m

ov
em

en
t, 

th
e 

Su
ff

ra
ge

 m
ov

em
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

C
la

rio
n 

m
ov

em
en

t, 
em

po
w

er
in

g 
w

or
ki

ng
 

pe
op

le
 th

ro
ug

h 
ed

uc
at

io
n,

 fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 a

nd
 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n.

C
ha

ng
in

g 
ha

nd
s 

to
 th

e 
La

bo
ur

 P
ar

ty
 in

 th
e 

19
30

s,
 a

ct
iv

is
t 

m
ee

tin
gs

 
w

er
e 

he
ld

 
he

re
. S

yd
ne

y 
Si

lv
er

m
an

, 
La

bo
ur

 M
P 

fo
r 3

3 
ye

ar
s,

 
he

ld
 h

is
 

co
ns

tit
ue

nc
y 

ro
om

s 
he

re
.

In
 19

41
, t

he
 IL

P 
he

ld
 it

s 
49

th
 a

nn
ua

l n
at

io
na

l 
co

nf
er

en
ce

 h
er

e.

Un
it

y 
W

el
lb

ei
ng

 C
en

tr
e,

fo
rm

er
ly

 k
no

w
n 

as
 th

e
IL

P 
So

ci
al

is
t I

ns
ti

tu
te

.

Un
ity

 W
el

lb
ei

ng
 C

en
tr

e 
ro

om
s 

 a
re

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r h
ire

:

Ph
on

e 
nu

m
be

r -
 0

77
35

 3
50

73
5 

/ 
01

28
2 

69
70

79
Em

ai
l a

dd
re

ss
 - 

in
fo

@
ne

ls
on

to
w

nc
ou

nc
il.

go
v.

Pa
ym

en
t i

s 
to

 b
e 

m
ad

e 
at

 th
e 

N
el

so
n 

To
w

n 
C

ou
nc

il 
offi

ce
 - 

To
w

n 
H

al
l, 

M
ar

ke
t S

tr
ee

t, 
N

el
so

n,
 L

an
ca

sh
ire

, B
B9

 7
LG

C
on

ta
ct

 : 
Se

lin
aC

oo
pe

rU
ni

ty
H

al
l@

gm
ai

l.c
om

  
fo

r m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.

Re
vi

ve
 c

af
e 

is
 o

pe
n 

fo
r d

el
ic

io
us

 s
na

ck
s,

  
fr

ee
 w

ifi
, a

nd
 th

e 
Re

ad
in

g 
Ro

om
/A

rc
hi

ve
  

is
 o

pe
n 

vi
a 

th
e 

Fr
ie

nd
s 

G
ro

up
.

C
la

ri
on

 H
ou

se
 o

pe
n 

ev
er

y 
Su

nd
ay

 10
.3

0a
m

 - 4
pm


