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Signed Chair: …………………………………….            Dated: ………………………………… 

 

 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting of Nelson Town Council held on 

Wednesday 13th May 2026 at the Unity Well Being Centre, Vernon Street, 
Nelson, Lancashire. 

 
Commenced: 7.00pm - Concluded: 7.10pm  

 

Councillors Present:  Councillors Faraz Ahmad, Naeem Akhtar, Zafar Ali, Mohammad Aslam, Aqib 
Bashir, Riaz Bashir, Rehan Hanif, Muneeb Iqbal, Hassan Mahmood, Mohammad Adeel Qamar, 
Mohammad Sakib, Mohammad Sufyaan Sarwar, Mohammad Husnane Shahbaz, Marie Stone, Julie 
Sutcliffe and Ikram Ul-Haq 
 
Absent Councillors:  Councillors Shabaz Ahmed, Thabasum Ruby Anwar, Husnan Arshad, Sughra Bibi, 
Anam Nawaz, Kashif Ur Rehman Chaudhry, Atique Rehman, and Sheila Wicks 
 
Non-Councillor (without voting rights): None 
 
Officers: Nick Harbour – Assistant Town Clerk [minute taker] 
 
Members of the Public: Eleven 
 

2026/001 
(AC) 

CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS 
To receive the Chairman’s opening remarks 
 
The Chairman welcomed all those present and thanked them for their attendance. 
 
All further comments are to be made in the Chairman’s Annual Report. 
 

2026/002 
(AC) 

MINUTES 
To approve the draft minutes of the Annual Town meeting held on the 14th May 2025  
 
Proposed by Stone and Seconded by Councillor Qamar  
RESOLVED: That the draft minutes of the Annual Town meeting held on 14th May 2025 are 
approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

2026/003 
(AC) 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 
To receive the annual report of the Town Council from the Chairman, Councillor Faraz Ahmad 
 
 
Councillor Faraz Ahmad highlighted some of the key achievements and priorities that the Council 
have been working towards over the last 12 months: 
 

• The Chairman opened with expressing how proud he is to have been the Chairman of 
the Town Council and thanked all Councillors for their contributions in dealing with all 
the challenges that have arisen over the past 12 months. 

• 2025/ 26 saw the Town Council play a part in key community events such as Pendle 
Festival of Culture, a community Iftar and the Nelson Winter Festival at Victoria Park. 
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Further programmes aimed at the health and well being of residents have already been 
approved for the upcoming year, including cricket coaching sessions. The Council had 
also approved funding to provide all children in Nelson free swimming sessions during 
the school holidays throughout the year. 

• The Town Council organized various events, including the the Lancashire Day 
Christmas Lights Switch On and the Nelson Food Festival, which was attended by over 
thousands of visitors and residents alike. 

• Lots of good work has been achieved in the three parks in Nelson, whereby with 
funding from the Town Deal as well as this Town Council, major improvements have 
been made to each of the parks, including a revamp of the duck pond in Marsden Park. 

• Lots of works in and around the town centre have been going ahead including the 
annual floral displays and also a number of wild flower displays at Netherfield Road and 
at areas entering the town centre. 

• The Chairman thanked the existing staff members for their work throughout the year. 

• He also paid tribute to those who had sadly passed away within the last year, including 
residents and family members of Members. 

• The Chairman finished by wishing good luck to whoever was appointed as Chairman for 

the upcoming year 2026/ 27 and expressed his desire to see all Members continue to 

work together as a team to make Nelson a better place for its residents who had elected 

all Members onto the Council. 

Members and gave thanks to the Councillor Ahmad for his service to the Town Council as 

Chairman. 

Members noted the report. 
 

2026/004 
(AC) 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
4.1 To receive questions from members of the public 

No questions were raised by the members of the public. 

 

4.2 To consider any local issues which are causing concern, brought forward by a member 
of the public 
 

Not local issues were raised by members of the public. 

 
4.3 To consider any other business brought forward by or with the consent of the 
Chairman 
 
No other business was brought forward. 
 
The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 19:10. 
 


