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Minutes of a meeting of the Events, Promotional and Marketing Committee
held on Wednesday 03rd June 2026 in the Pankhurst Room, Unity Well Being
Centre, Vernon Street, Nelson

Commenced: 7.00pm - Concluded: 7.40pm

Councillors Present: Faraz Ahmad, Zafar Ali, Ruby Anwar, Sughra Bibi, Mohammad Adeel Qamar and
Ikram Ul-Haq

Absent Councillors: Naeem Akhtar, Mohammad Sufyaan Sarwar and Husnane Shahbaz
Non-Councillor (without voting rights): None

Observing Councillors (not a member of the committee): None

Officers: Nick Harbour — Assistant Town Clerk [minute taker]

Members of the Public: None

2026/001 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
(EPM) To elect a committee chair for the ensuing year

Proposed by Councillor Anwar and Seconded by Councillor Ul-Haq and
RESOLVED: That Councillor Sughra Bibi is elected Chairman of the Events, Promotional and
Marketing committee for the year 2026/27.

2026/002  ELECTION OF COMMITTEE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(EPM) To elect a committee vice-chair for the ensuing year

Proposed by Councillor Ul-Haq and Seconded by Councillor Qamar and
RESOLVED: That Councillor Zafar Ali is elected Vice-Chairman of the Events, Promotional
and Marketing committee for the year 2026/27.

2026/003 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
(EPM) To receive and approve apologies for absence and reasons given to the Assistant Town Clerk
prior to the meeting.

Proposed by Councillor Ali and Seconded by Councillor Anwar, and
RESOLVED: That the apologies received from Councillor Husnane Shahbaz are approved
and accepted.

Signed Chair: ... Dated: .....covviiiiii



2026/004
(EPM)

2026/005
(EPM)

2026/006
(EPM)

2026/007
(EPM)

2026/008
(EPM)

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from members on matters to be
considered at the meeting. Officers are required to make a formal declaration about council
contracts where the employee has a financial interest.

None.

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

To adjourn the meeting for 15 minutes to allow members of the public to make representation
on the business of the agenda for the meeting. No resolutions can be under public
participation.

No members of the public were present for the meeting.

MINUTES
To approve the draft minutes of the Events, Promotional and Marketing committee meeting held
on 07 January 2026 (previously circulated).

Proposed by Councillor Ahmad and Seconded by Councillor Anwar, and

RESOLVED: That the draft minutes of the Events, Promotional and Marketing committee
meeting held on the 07th January 2026 be confirmed as a true record and be signed by the
Chair with one amendment — Councillor Naeem Akhtar was named as Councillor Naeem
Ahmad which would need to be changed.

NELSON FOOD FESTIVAL 2026
To discuss the upcoming Nelson Food Festival which will be taking place in September 2026.

Scott Dawson’s are well underway with the preparations for the Nelson Food Festival which will
take place on 12" September 2026.

Stalls and acts have been booked and they are just awaiting authorization from Members in
terms of who they want to headline the act.

The initial act who was suggested by Members was unavailable so Members asked that Scott
Dawson’s give three different options as to who could headline for them to consider. They did
suggested that a local chef be included in the options and that it might be worth contacting the
head chef at Pit Boys Smoke House who are based locally to see if they have any availability to
join the festival too.

Lastly, they also discussed the competition which local schools take part in. They asked that
Scott Dawson be requested to provide non-glossy paper for the children to submit their entries
on as they have received feedback from some of the schools about decorations not sticking
properly to the entries. A discussions also needs to take place around the number of prizes and
it was suggested that a winner be picked from each school and then a main winner from the
town.

ACTION: The Assistant Town Clerk to raise the above suggestions with Scott Dawson’s.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON EVENT

To discuss the upcoming Christmas Lights Switch On Event which will be taking place in
November 2026.

Members suggested discussing with Scott Dawson’s to find out if they would be available to
assist with the preparations for the event for 2026 following the successful events held between
2023-2025.

Members were also keen to include some of the regular entertainment providers who have been

Signed Chair: ... Dated: .....covviiiiii



2026/009
(EPM)

part of the celebrations for many years, including the funfair company used and also the two
people who usually host the event.

A couple of points of note were highlighted for the Assistant Town Clerk to mention to Scott
Dawson’s which were raised at the last meeting of this committee — all safeguarding issues raised
would need to be met before authorization was given for them to go ahead.

Proposed by Councillor Ali and Seconded by Councillor Qamar, and

RESOLVED: That Scott Dawson’s are requested to run the Christmas Lights Switch On Event
to take place in November 2026 and that a meeting is set up between Members of this
committee and Scott Dawson’s to discuss the details and safeguarding related discussions.

OTHER EVENTS SCHEDULE FOR 2026
To discuss the Town Council’s other events schedule for 2026.

Members briefly discussed other events and promotional opportunities that are likely to take
place in the coming financial year. These include:

Newsletter

Members talked about getting a newsletter prepared this year to showcase all the good work
the Council has done in recent times. This will go out in early 2027.

The Assistant Town Clerk already has some articles in place that could be used. The model
of the newsletter will be in keeping with the previous two newsletters which were sent out.

A further discussion will take place with Members from this committee for what other content
needs to go in over the coming weeks.

Proposed by Councillor Ali and Seconded by Councillor Anwar, and

RESOLVED: That a newsletter is produced and circulated to all households in Nelson by
February 2027.

Pride of Nelson Awards

Members discussed hosting the Pride of Nelson Awards again in the financial year 2026/27.
The last two awards have been excellent and were of great benefit to local businesses to
celebrate their success.

Ideas will be shared in terms of categories and how best to promote the awards in the coming
weeks. In the meantime, the Assistant Town Clerk was asked to make arrangements to find
an organisation to manage the event on behalf of the Council.

Proposed by Councillor Ali and Seconded by Councillor Qamar, and
RESOLVED: That the Pride of Nelson Awards take place this financial year in early 2027 to
promote the good work of local businesses.

2026/010 ANY ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION FOR A FUTURE AGENDA

(EPM)

2026/011
(EPM)

To notify the Clerk of any matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting

e Pride of Nelson Awards

DATE OF THE NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
To note the date of the next committee meeting which is Wednesday 02nd September 2026.

Members noted the date of the next meeting.

Signed Chair: ... Dated: .....covviiiiii



The meeting was closed by the Chair at 7.40pm.

Signed Chair: ... Dated: .....covviiiiii



